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Organizer & Moderator: 
Khaled El-Maleh- Technologist and Strategist, Qualcomm

Panelists:
• John Apostolopoulos- CTO and Vice President, Cisco
• Nikhil Balram- President and CEO, Ricoh Innovations Corporation
• Daniel Obodovski- Founder and Managing Director Diosys

Technologies LLC; Managing Partner, DND Ventures LLC

Panel Format:
• Each speaker will present for about 10 minutes
• 20-minute Q&A 
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John Apostolopoulos

VP & CTO of the Enterprise Networking Group (ENG) at Cisco.  ENG 
is a $20B/year business that covers wired and wireless networking, 
mobility/BYOD, SDN, Internet of Things, and video over enterprise 
networks.  

Founder of the Enterprise Networking Labs whose goal is to 
increase innovation in areas of strategic importance to ENG.  

Previously John was Lab Director for the Mobile & Immersive 
Experience Lab (MIX Lab) at HP Labs.  

John received a number of honors and awards for his individual 
technical contributions including IEEE SPS Distinguished Lecturer, 
IEEE Fellow, named “one of the world’s top 100 young (under 35) 
innovators in science and technology” (TR100) by MIT Technology 
Review.

He has published over 100 papers, received several paper awards, 
and has 60 granted US patents. 

He received his B.S., M.S., and Ph.D. from MIT.
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Nikhil Balram

President and CEO of Ricoh Innovations Corporation, a Silicon 
Valley company that develops innovative technologies and creates 
new businesses for Ricoh Company Ltd.  

With over 20 years of experience, Dr. Balram is widely hailed 
throughout the industry and academia as an expert and innovator 
in advanced information technologies and has been an officer of 
several publicly listed companies.  

He has won numerous awards including  a 2012 Gold Stevie® 
Award for Executive of the Year in the Electronics category in The 
9th Annual International Business Awards, a 2012 Fellow Award by 
the Society for Information Display (SID) and the 2011 Alumni 
Achievement Award by Carnegie Mellon University. 

He has over 100 US and international patents granted or pending, 
more than 40 technical publications, including two invited book 
chapters, and has given over 25 keynote speeches at major 
conferences and events worldwide, 

He received his B.S., M.S. and Ph.D. in electrical engineering from 
Carnegie Mellon University.
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Daniel Obodovski

Founder and Managing Director of Diosys Technologies LLC, and 
Managing Partner of DND Ventures LLC.

In 2013 Daniel co-authored "The Silent Intelligence: the Internet 
of Things", a book about an upcoming technology revolution, 
together with Daniel Kellmereit of Detecon USA. 

Prior to launching his own companies, Daniel was Director of 
Business Development at Qualcomm, where he led the commercial 
launch of multiple M2M products and businesses. Prior to that, 
Daniel was Director of Strategic Marketing and Business 
Development at Motorola Germany. 

In 2011 Daniel co-founded, and currently co-chairs, M2M SIG at 
CommNexus San Diego. Currently he also curates TEDx San Diego. 

Daniel holds an MBA degree from the University of South Carolina 
in cooperation with Vienna University of Economics and Business 
Administration, as well as a Master’s degree from the Moscow 
State Lomonosov University.
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